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European patent applications

 
Total applications

Patent applications at the EPO also grew in 2015, to reach 160 000. This was an increase of 4,8% over 
2014, and the highest ever number. The total applications included close to 98 300 international Patent 
Cooperation Treaty (PCT) filings which entered the European regional phase (becoming European 
applications) in 2015, and some 61 700 European patent applications filed directly at the EPO under the 
European Patent Convention (EPC).

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on European patent applications filed with the EPO (Direct European applications and International (PCT) applications entering the 
European phase). Statistics are based on the first-named applicant.  
EPO: the 38 member states of the European Patent Organisation, including EU28
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European patent applications per country of origin

Almost half of all European patent applications came from the EPO member states, followed by the US, 
Japan, South Korea and China. Applications from Europe grew modestly overall, with marked differences 
among the larger economies.,The most significant growth came from Italy, the UK, Spain, the Netherlands 
and Switzerland. France grew moderately, while Germany and some of the Nordic countries filed fewer 
applications. The US and China were the main drivers ,of growth for applications. Growth from South Korea 
was moderate and Japanese companies filed fewer applications.

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on European patent applications filed with the EPO (Direct European applications and International (PCT) applications entering the 
European phase). Statistics are based on the first-named applicant. 
EPO: the 38 member states of the European Patent Organisation, including EU28
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Top technical fields

Medical technology was still the field where the most applications were filed and was also one of the fastest 
growing areas. Other fields with strong growth were Engines, pumps and turbines, Pharmaceuticals, 
Measurement and Computer technology. Only Transport and Electrical machinery and energy showed a 
slowdown in the number of applications.

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on European patent applications filed with the EPO (Direct European applications and International (PCT) applications entering the 
European phase). Statistics are based on the first-named applicant.
Based on the WIPO IPC-Technology concordance. Methodology available at: http://www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/statistics/patents/pdf/wipo_ipc_technology.pdf



Annual Report 2015 - European patent applications

4

Medical technology

The field of Medical technology covers medical instruments for diagnosis, treatment of diseases and surgery. 
Technologies included in this field are, for example, vaccination instruments, prostheses, surgical robots, 
computed tomography and pacemakers. 

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on European patent applications filed with the EPO (Direct European applications and International (PCT) applications entering the 
European phase). Statistics are based on the first-named applicant.
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Digital Communication

This field encompasses basic electronic circuitry and electronic communication.  
The field includes, for example, amplifiers, decoders and telegraphic communication. 

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on European patent applications filed with the EPO (Direct European applications and International (PCT) applications entering the 
European phase). Statistics are based on the first-named applicant.
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Computer technology

This field encompasses computing, calculating and counting devices. It includes, for example, digital 
computers and data processing systems. 

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on European patent applications filed with the EPO (Direct European applications and International (PCT) applications entering the 
European phase). Statistics are based on the first-named applicant.
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Electrical machinery, apparatus, energy

This field encompasses lighting devices, power and electric energy supply systems, basic electric elements 
and techniques. Some specific examples of technologies in this field are power cables, magnets, relays and 
x-rays techniques.

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on European patent applications filed with the EPO (Direct European applications and International (PCT) applications entering the 
European phase). Statistics are based on the first-named applicant.
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Transport

This field encompasses vehicles, and more specifically vehicle tyres, wheels, windows and roofs,  
railway systems. 

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on European patent applications filed with the EPO (Direct European applications and International (PCT) applications entering the 
European phase). Statistics are based on the first-named applicant.
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Measurement

This field encompasses horology, devices for measuring position and displacement, more specifically clocks 
and watches, navigation systems, volume, liquid and sound measuring devices.

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

1) Commissariat à l’énergie atomique et aux énergies alternatives
Analysis based on European patent applications filed with the EPO (Direct European applications and International (PCT) applications entering the 
European phase). Statistics are based on the first-named applicant.
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Organic fine chemistry

This field encompasses organic pure substances, combinatorial chemistry, and preparations for medical, 
dental and hygiene uses. It includes, for example, steroids, sugars, cosmetics, pharmaceuticals and  
food ingredients. 

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on European patent applications filed with the EPO (Direct European applications and International (PCT) applications entering the 
European phase). Statistics are based on the first-named applicant.



Annual Report 2015 - European patent applications

11

Engines, pumps, turbines

This field encompasses combustion engines, engines and pumps for liquids, eolic energy, nuclear physics 
and engineering. It covers, for example, gas-turbine plants, pumps and pistons, fusion and nuclear reactors, 
x-ray microscopes and wind motors. 

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on European patent applications filed with the EPO (Direct European applications and International (PCT) applications entering the 
European phase). Statistics are based on the first-named applicant.
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Biotechnology

This field encompasses peptides, microbiology and genetic engineering. Included in the field are, for 
example, genetically modified organisms, brewing of beers, preparation of wine and vinegar.

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

1) Institut national de la santé et de la recherche médicale
Analysis based on European patent applications filed with the EPO (Direct European applications and International (PCT) applications entering the 
European phase). Statistics are based on the first-named applicant.
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Pharmaceuticals

This field encompasses preparations for medical, dental or hygiene purposes, for example emulsions, 
dragees and amalgams.

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

1) Institut national de la santé et de la recherche médicale
Analysis based on European patent applications filed with the EPO (Direct European applications and International (PCT) applications entering the 
European phase). Statistics are based on the first-named applicant.
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All technical fields

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on European patent applications filed with the EPO (Direct European applications and International (PCT) applications entering the 
European phase)
Based on the WIPO IPC-Technology concordance . Methodology available at: http://www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/statistics/technology_concordance.html
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More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on European patent applications filed with the EPO (Direct European applications and International (PCT) applications entering the 
European phase)
Based on the WIPO IPC-Technology concordance . Methodology available at: http://www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/statistics/technology_concordance.html
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Country profile - EPO in a worldwide context

European companies filed the most applications in eight of the ten most active fields of technology, with US 
companies leading in the remaining two, Medical technology and Computers.

Country profile - EPO member states – top 5

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on European patent applications filed with the EPO (Direct European applications and International (PCT) applications entering the 
European phase)
Based on the WIPO IPC-Technology concordance. Methodology available at: http://www.wipo.int/ipstats/en/statistics/patents/pdf/wipo_ipc_technology.pdf
EPO: the 38 member states of the European Patent Organisation, including EU28. 
Statistics are based on the first-named applicant.
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Ratio per million of inhabitants

The inventiveness of Europe’s leading economies is also reflected in the ratio of European patent 
applications to population. Switzerland (with 873 applications per million inhabitants), the Netherlands (419) 
and some of the Nordic countries topped the list again in 2015. Japan (169) was the first non-European 
country in the ranking with a ratio higher than the EU average (132), and also ahead of the US (133),  
South Korea (130) and China (4).

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on European patent applications filed with the EPO (Direct European applications and International (PCT) applications entering the 
European phase)
Source of population figures: U.S. Census Bureau, International Data Base. 
Statistics are based on the first-named applicant.
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Ratio per million of inhabitants

 

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on European patent applications filed with the EPO (Direct European applications and International (PCT) applications entering the 
European phase)
Source of population figures: U.S. Census Bureau, International Data Base.
Statistics are based on the first-named applicant.


