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Granted Patents

 
Total Grants

The EPO granted approximately 68 400 patents in 2015, an increase of nearly 6% over 2014, and the 
highest ever number.

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

5 years

Analysis based on granted patents published.
Patents have been allocated to the country of residence of the first-named patentee.
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More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

 
Total Grants

Most patents were granted to European companies (53%), followed by applicants from the US and Japan. 
The number of patents granted to Chinese applicants is growing rapidly, albeit from a low number.

Analysis based on granted patents published.
Patents have been allocated to the country of residence of the first-named patentee.

Change20142015Country

US 22%
Other EPO
States 14%

JP 16%

KR 3%
CN 2%

Others 4%

DE 21%

FR 8%

IT 3%

CH 4%

GB 3%



Annual Report 2015 - Granted Patents 

3

Breakdown by EPO member state

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Change20142015Country

Analysis based on granted patents published.
Patents have been allocated to the country of residence of the first-named patentee.
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More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on granted patents published.
Patents have been allocated to the country of residence of the first-named patentee.

Change20142015Country
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Breakdown by EPO non-member state

Change20142015Country

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on granted patents published.
Patents have been allocated to the country of residence of the first-named patentee.



Annual Report 2015 - Granted Patents 

6

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on granted patents published.
Patents have been allocated to the country of residence of the first-named patentee.

Change20142015Country
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Designations as contracting states

RatePatentsCountry

More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on granted patents published.
Patents have been allocated to the country of residence of the first-named patentee. 
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More information on 2015 statistics at www.epo.org/statistics-indicators2015

Analysis based on granted patents published.
Patents have been allocated to the country of residence of the first-named patentee.

RatePatentsCountry


